
 

 

 
 
 
 

Hancock County Council Meeting 
 

January 9, 2013 
 

The County Council of Hancock County, Indiana, met in the 
Commissioner Court in the Hancock County Courthouse Annex, 
Greenfield, Indiana, on the 9th day of January 2013 at the hour of 
8:30 A.M. in accordance with the rules of the Council.    
 
Council members present were: 
Bill Bolander 
Jim Shelby 
John Jessup  
Tom Roney 
Debbi Bledsoe 
Kent Fisk  
Mark Huber.   

 
Also, present were Auditor, Robin D. Lowder, Deputy Ginny 
Martin, Ray Richardson, County Attorney.      
 
President Bill Bolander called the meeting to order. 
 
Election of Council Officers for 2013 
 

Councilman Shelby made a nomination for Bill Bolander as 
President and Tom Roney as Vice President.  Vote 7-0   

  
Appointments for 2013 
 
Redevelopment Commission 

Councilman Roney made a motion to appoint Jim Cherry 
and Joe Doninger to serve on Commission for 2013, 
seconded by Councilman Jessup. Vote 7-0 motion passed. 

 
Economic Development Commission 

Councilman Shelby made a motion to appoint Tom Roney 
to serve on the Commission for 2013, seconded by 
Councilman Fisk. Vote 7-0 motion passed. 

 
Weed Board  

Councilman Jessup made a motion to appoint John Priorie  



 

 

 
 
 
 
for Weed Board for 2013, seconded by Councilman Shelby 
seconded.  Vote 7-0 motion passed.  

 
 
Solid Waste Management District 

Councilman Roney made a motion to appoint John Jessup 
to the SWMD for 2013, seconded by Councilman Fisk. 
Vote 7-0 motion passed. 

 
Planning Commission  

Councilman Shelby made a motion to appoint Bill 
Bolander to the Planning Commission for 2013, seconded 
by Councilman Fisk. Vote 7-0 motion passed. 

 
Alcohol & Beverage Commission  

Councilman Shelby made a motion to appoint Ed Brand to 
the Alcohol & Beverage Commission for 2013, seconded 
by Councilman Fisk. Vote 7-0 motion passed. 

 
Community Corrections Advisory Board  

Councilman Jessup made a motion to appoint Jim Shelby to 
the Community Corrections Advisory Board, seconded by 
Councilman Fisk. Vote 7-0 motion passed. Councilman 
Shelby appoints Rosalie Richardson for the Board.  

 
PTABOA (Property Tax Assessment Board of Appeals) 

Councilman Rooney made a motion to appoint Ken Rogers 
from 1-1-2013 to 12-31-2013 to serve on the PTABOA 
Board, seconded by Councilman Shelby.  Vote 7-0 motion 
passed. 

 
 
New Palestine Economic Development Commission  

Councilman Shelby made a motion to appoint Vonda 
Vawter to the New Palestine Economic Development 
Commission for 2013, seconded by Councilwoman 
Bledsoe.  Vote 7-0 motion passed. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
In the Matter of Jail Locking System) 
 
Commissioner Derek Towle appeared before Council to advise the 
bids have come in for the Jail Locking System.  The bids are 
$277,000 and $345,000 and have been turned over to our County 
Attorney and the Sheriff to ensure they meet the specifications at 
the Jail.   
The request for funding is uncertain at this time but will not exceed 
the $345,000. Councilman Roney made a motion to advertise 
$345,000 for the Jail Locking System funded from Rainy Day, 
Councilman Fisk seconded. Vote 7-0 motion passed. Auditor will 
advertise for next Council meeting.      
 
In the Matter of Resolutions) 
 
Resolutions 2013-1-3 
 
2013 balancing of the 1782 Budget Order. 
Councilman Shelby made a motion to approve, allowing the 
Auditor to reduce the funds needed for balancing, seconded by 
Councilman Jessup. Vote 7-0 motion passed. 
 
Resolution 2013-1-2 
 
The CCD fund 2013 budget after 1782 reduction is $1,407,207. A 
prior Resolution gave the spending authority to the County 
Commissioners with an $800,000 spending amount.  This 
Resolution allows the difference of $607,207 to be appropriated in 
another line item named “Council Other Capital Expense”. As the 
amount is approved by the Commissioners for the $800,000 the 
Auditor will do a budget transfer to that line reducing the 
$800,000.  
Councilman Shelby made a motion to adopt the Resolution, 
seconded by Councilman Jessup. Vote 7-0 motion passed. 
 
Auditor requested to advertise the following additional 
appropriations for the February meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Fund County Portion CEDIT Economic Development 1112

BUDGET CLASSIFICATION 

PERSONAL SERVICES 
 

SUPPLIES 
 

OTHER SERVIES & CHARGES 
 2,000.00 

CAPITAL 

TOTAL Additional Appropriation 2,000.00 

Fund Metro Drug 8924

BUDGET CLASSIFICATION 

PERSONAL SERVICES 
         7,376.70 

SUPPLIES 
 

OTHER SERVIES & CHARGES 
 

CAPITAL 
 

TOTAL Additional Appropriation      7,376.70 

Project Income 1122

BUDGET CLASSIFICATION 

PERSONAL SERVICES 
 

SUPPLIES 
 

OTHER SERVIES & CHARGES 
40,000.00 

CAPITAL 

TOTAL Additional Appropriation  40,000.00 

Drug Court-Community Corrections 2501

BUDGET CLASSIFICATION 

PERSONAL SERVICES 
  

SUPPLIES 
 4,000.00 

OTHER SERVIES & CHARGES 
 3,300.00 

CAPITAL 
 

TOTAL Additional Appropriation  7,300.00 



 

 

 
 
  

JAG Grant 8901

BUDGET CLASSIFICATION 

PERSONAL SERVICES  $ 16,626.00 

SUPPLIES 

OTHER SERVIES & CHARGES  

CAPITAL  

TOTAL Additional Appropriation             16,626.00 

E911 Grant 8928

BUDGET CLASSIFICATION 

PERSONAL SERVICES  

SUPPLIES  

OTHER SERVIES & CHARGES  

CAPITAL          20,421.50 

TOTAL Additional Appropriation             20,421.50 

Reassessment 1188

BUDGET CLASSIFICATION 

PERSONAL SERVICES  

SUPPLIES  

OTHER SERVIES & CHARGES              20,000.00 

CAPITAL 

TOTAL Additional Appropriation             20,000.00 

Rainy Day Fund 1186

BUDGET CLASSIFICATION 

PERSONAL SERVICES  

SUPPLIES  

OTHER SERVIES & CHARGES  

CAPITAL             345,000.00 

TOTAL Additional Appropriation                345,000.00 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
In the Matter of Sheriff Department) 
 
Major Brad Burkhart, Sheriff Department appeared before Council 
to request to appropriate a remaining amount left in the Metro 
Drug Task Force Grant Fund.  The amount in fund is $7,376.70. A 
letter from Metro Drug Task Force was email to all Council 
members regarding this grant that allows these dollars to be used 
as Sheriff deems necessary.  
 
 Major Burkhart also request that the Shift Difference be paid from 
a separate line item taking it from the Deputy line item. 
Councilman Shelby made a motion to approve Resolution 2013-1-
1 allowing the Auditor to move Shift Difference to its own line 
item out of the Deputies. Councilman Jessup seconded motion.  
Vote 7-0 motion passed. Councilman   Shelby reported that the 
positions were requested in the October adoption of the budget  
gave the Sheriff, Jail and EOC the new positions as follows: 
 
(1)Merit Deputy 
(2) Jail Officers 
(1) Logistic Tech/CSI 
(1) Public Safety Dispatcher 
 
Councilman Shelby made a motion to approve positions    
seconded by Councilman Huber. Vote 7-0 motion passed. 
 
In the Matter of Budget Transfer) 
 
Connie Hoy, Director EOC appeared before Council to request a 
budget transfer from her part-time line 12100 in the amount of 
$3,500 to cleaning services line 36900 in her 1153 E911 budget.  
Councilman Roney made a motion to approve, seconded by 
Councilman Shelby. Vote 7-0 motion passed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
In the Matter of the Salary Ordinance 2013) 
 
The Council discussed the issue of policy setting the hourly rate 
and overtime for the Salary Ordinance.  The current rate is 
$12.00/per hour.   The items regarding the hourly rate and 
overtime should be removed from the Salary Ordinance.  It was a 
unanimous decision that these items are policy issues for 
Commissioners not Council.   
 
Councilman Jessup made a motion to remove the Part-time hourly   
from the Salary Ordinance for 2013. Councilman Fisk seconded 
motion. Vote 7-0 motion passed. 
Councilman Jessup made a motion to approve the Salary 
Ordinance for 2013 as amended. Councilwoman Bledsoe 
seconded. Vote 7-0 motion passed. 
 
In the Matter of Townships Ambulance Service) 
 
Mel Branson, Buck Creek Township Trustee appeared before 
Council to request help with funding due to reductions in the 2013 
budget due to Circuit Breaker.  Township must apply in writing for 
help in 2014.  
 
Paul Cooper, Blue River Township Trustee and Bob McDaniel, 
Jackson Township Trustee appeared before Council to request the 
County to fund their ambulance service for 2013.  The amount for 
Blue River is $7,500 and Jackson is in the amount of $15,300 for 
ambulance service.  
Councilman Shelby made a motion to fund rescue for 2013 in the 
amount of $22,800 from Food & Beverage and to move forward 
with a resolve to this problem. The motion seconded by 
Councilman Jessup. Vote 7-0 motion passed.  
 
Councilman Jessup suggested a Committee be formed to help the 
Townships with this process and problems with the State and work 
toward a long term solution.  
 
The Committee will make up the following members: 

Chairman, Councilman John Jessup  
Councilman Kent Fisk   
Councilman Mark Huber 
Commissioner (to be determined)    
Representative from each Township.  



 

 

 
 
 
They will report to Ray Richardson, Attorney when they will be 
meeting for advertising purposes. 
 
In the Matter of ADA ) 
 
Joe Hollis, ADA Coordinator and Rusty Burgess, Building 
Inspector  appeared before Council to present a report as the 
evaluation of our County buildings stand as meeting ADA Federal 
requirements. A transition plan was given to Council with cost of 
this project. Councilman Roney suggested that ADA put together a 
priority list and address this at budget time to add to the 2014 
budget.  
  
In the Matter of Prosecutor) 
 
Tami Napier, Chief Deputy Prosecutor appeared before Council to 
request replacement of Cynthia Crispin, Deputy Prosecutor,    who 
will be leaving the County. Councilman Shelby made a motion to 
allow the replacement of the employee leaving, seconded by 
Councilman Jessup. Vote 7-0 motion passed. 
 
Ms. Napier reported that the employee has accumulated several 
hours of comp time, sick and vacation that she has to be 
compensated.  The figure that Prosecutor has come up with is 
approximately $18,000.      
 
Employment policies for Prosecutor which is a State Office are 
different than County Offices and can be set by the Prosecutor 
according to the Attorney General. 
 
Prosecutor Griffin wants to pay the amount out of Pre-Trial 
Diversion un-appropriated line item. Auditor reported that the 
current cash balance does not allow for additional money to be 
used from the fund.    
 
Councilman Shelby made a motion to pay part of the compensation 
in the amount of  $10,000 from the Severance pay line item from 
the Commissioners budget in General Fund and the remaining 
amount to be paid from Pre-Trial Diversion. Prosecutor will work 
with Auditor to manage budget transfers to fund the remaining 
amount.  The motion was seconded by Councilwoman Bledsoe. 
Vote 7-0 motion passed. 
 



 

 

 
 
 
Councilman Jessup made a motion to adjourn, seconded by 
Councilwoman Bledsoe. Vote 7-0 motion passed.  
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Approved this date:     
 
Aye      Nay 
 
 
 
_______________________   __________________ 
 
_______________________   __________________ 
 
_______________________   __________________ 
 
_______________________   __________________ 
 
_______________________   __________________ 
 
_______________________   __________________ 
 
_______________________   __________________ 
 
 
 
Attest: _____________________ 
Robin D. Lowder 
Auditor 
 


