
 

 

 

Hancock County Board of Commissioner’s Minutes 

 

July 12, 2016 

 

The Hancock County Commissioners reconvened their meeting July 12, 2016 from their July 5, 2016 
meeting at 7:03 p.m.  The meeting is in regards to the County Fairgrounds Public Hearing at the H.J. 
Ricks Centre 122 W Main St. Greenfield, Indiana. 

Those present were Board of Commissioners President Brad Armstrong, Vice President Commissioner 
Marc Huber, and Commissioner Tom Stevens. 

County Attorney Ray Richardson and Auditor Robin D. Lowder were also present.  

The President of the 4-H Agricultural Association Board Barb Pescitelli and Board Representatives were 
also present. 

The 4-H Agricultural Association Board stated the timeline of the process since 2011 for the new County 
Fairgrounds. 

Lou Savka a representative from Triad Engineering presented two new plans for moving the fairgrounds.  
Alternate # 1 and Alternate # 2.   

Alternate # 1-is a basic plan to move the fair grounds. The plan includes Site work/Infrastructure 
Buildings & Facilities at a cost of $18,187,721.00.                                                                                                
For details of plan please see pages 4 & 5 of Alternate #1 Plan submitted by Triad Engineering. 

Alternate # 2- is an upgrade of Alternate # 1.  The plan includes Site work/Utility Work/Buildings & 
Facilities at a cost of $27,810,522.00.                                                                                                                     
For details of plan please see pages 6 & 7 of Alternate #2 Plan submitted by Triad Engineering. 

Commissioner Armstrong stated he was concerned if they did not have a finite business plan costs can 
run away.  Then they might not have the funds to finish the project.  The 4-H Agriculture Association’s 
stance was they need a lease in order to do fundraising. They needed to raise funds to pay for the 
business plan. 

 

 



 

 

 

There was a discussion of the possible ways to finance. 

Bond with a referendum, Bond without a referendum (2 million at a time), Food and Beverage Tax 
(provided new legislation is passed) and Innkeepers Tax ( through the Tourism Commission). 

The Commissioners stated they are against using Property Tax. 

Barb Pescitlli president of the 4-H Agricultural Association stated they have never requested property 
taxes. 

Commissioner Huber stated he too was concerned about the project starting without a business plan. If 
they don’t have a plan they may not be able to complete the project. 

The 4-H Agricultural Association gave the following statistics:  

They presently have 90 to 95 paid events per year and 165 non-paid events per year. 

The question was asked what the cost per year for the maintenance of the new facility and grounds 
would be.  They didn’t know the answer but thought the business plan would answer that question. 

There is a plan to submit the dedicated one percent additional Food and Beverage Tax to the legislature 
again next year.  If it passes it will generate approximately 12 million dollars and then the group would 
need to raise the 6 million with other funding and donations for the Alternate # 1 Plan.  Commissioner 
Stevens did mention concern that construction costs will go up quickly but he thought Food and 
Beverage Tax and Innkeepers Tax will also increase. 

The 4-H Agricultural Association made a final proposal to the County Commissioners.  If the County 
Commissioners will do a Resolution in support of the new County Fairgrounds the 4-H Agricultural 
Association will raise the 18 million dollars in funds within three years.  During that time they will not 
start the project “no dirt will be turned” until they have the total 18 million dollars.  Upon raising the 18 
million dollars within the 3 year timeline the Commissioners will sign a lease for $10.00 a year for 75 
years.  The Association will continue to maintain their present location.  If they do not raise the 18 
million dollars at the end of 3 years the agreement will be null and void.   

There was an agreement that the County Attorney Ray Richardson would draft a Resolution between 
the County Commissioners and the 4-H Agricultural Association which would be subject to approval 
from both groups, in addition to the County Council.  It will be submitted to the Commissioners for 
review at their August 21, 2016 meeting.   

 



 

 

 

The Commissioners Meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m. 

 

Hancock County Commissioners 

  

                                                           

                          _________________________________________________ 

Commissioner Brad Armstrong, President 
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                                                Commissioner Marc Huber, Vice President 
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                                  Commissioner Tom Stevens 

 

Attest: ________________________________________ 

Robin D. Lowder 

Hancock County Auditor 

 

  



 

 

 



 


