
Hancock County Council Minutes 
April 17, 2019 

 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURTROOM 

111 American Legion Place 

Greenfield, Indiana 46140 

 

The County Council of Hancock County, Indiana, met in the Commissioner Court in the 

Courthouse Annex, Greenfield, Indiana, on the 17th day of April 2019 at the hour of 8:31 am in 

accordance with the rules of the Council.  

 

Councilmembers William Bolander, James Shelby, Debra Bledsoe, Kent Fisk, Jeannine Gray, 

Martha Vail and Mary Noe were in attendance. Also attending, County Attorney Scott Benkie, 

Auditor Debra Carnes, Deputy Auditor Mary Bowmer and Deputy Auditor Trish George 

 

President Bolander opened the meeting with άtƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ !ƭƭŜƎƛŀƴŎŜέ and a moment of silence. 

 

E-911 

John Jokantas (Director E-911) requested a replacement employee. Councilmember Gray 

made a motion to approve a replacement employee for E-911. Councilmember Bledsoe 

seconded. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

Public Hearing: GDI Confirming Resolution 2019-4-1 

Open Public Hearing 8:33 am. Public Hearing for GDI Companies LLC confirming the Resolution 

for abatement. Randy Sorrell presented for GDI Companies LLC abatement. Randy clarified this 

does not mean GDI will not pay taxes, actually GDI will pay 50-51% in taxes. There are no taxes 

the first year, then it is stepped up each year thereafter. Ron Pritske requested to confirm 

Resolution 2019-4-1 for abatements for two 2,400 sq buildings. No public comment. Closed 

Public Hearing 8:40 am. Councilmember Fisk made a motion to confirm Resolution 2019-4-1. 

Councilmember Bledsoe seconded. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

Prosecutor Office 

 Brent Eaton (Prosecutor) inquired if he could offer insurance to a replacement employee 

since the previous person did not require insurance. Councilmembers agreed insurance 

should be offered to any applicant. 

 Councilmembers signed Ordinance 2019-4A. Councilmembers voted last month to approve 

this salary amendment.  

 

 

 



Health Department Salary Ordinance 2019-4B 

Dr. Aspy (Health Department) requested an amended salary ordinance in the amount of 

$10,000 for an employee that obtained her registered nurse license. Councilmember Fisk 

made a motion to amend the Health DepartmentΩs Salary Ordinance 2019-4B. Councilmember 

Bledsoe seconded. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

Public Hearing: Additional Appropriation Fund 1001 County General Prosecutor $63,461.64 

Open Public Hearing 9:03 am. Public Hearing for additional appropriation Fund 1001 County 

General Prosecutor $63,461.64. No public comment. Closed Public Hearing 9:04 am. 

Councilmember Noe made a motion to approve additional appropriation for the Prosecutors 

office. Councilmember Gray seconded. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

Resolution 2019-4-4 Budget Target Balance 

Councilmember Gray made a motion to pass Resolution 2019-4-4 to maintain a target fund 

balance for the accounts listed. Councilmember Bledsoe seconded. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

Auditors Office Replace Employee  

Debra Carnes (Auditor) requested to replace employee. Councilmember Bledsoe made a 

motion to allow the Auditor to replace an employee. Councilmember Fisk seconded motion. 

Motion carried 7-0. 

 

Budget Discussion: Additional Appropriation 

 Additional Appropriation of $3M Rainy Day. Councilmembers 7-0 agreed to advertise. 

 Additional Appropriation of $420,000 General Fund for Inmate Housing. Councilmembers 

7-0 agreed to advertise. 

 Councilmember Noe made a motion to move in Food & Beverage $87,364.11 in Election 

Expenses account to Miscellaneous account. Councilmember Bledsoe seconded motion. 

Motion carried 7-0. 

 Councilmember Gray made a motion to move in Food & Beverage the Pre-trial Release 

Officer Salary $10,348.72 to Miscellaneous account. Councilmember Bledsoe seconded 

motion. Motion carried 7-0. 

 Councilmember Gray made a motion to move in Food & Beverage $57,873.73 from E911 

accounts to Miscellaneous account. Councilmember Bledsoe seconded motion. Motion 

carried 7-0. 

 

Approved Council Minutes 

Councilmember Vail made a motion to approve Council Minutes for February 13, 2019 and 

March 13, 2019 minutes as presented. Councilmember Noe seconded. Motion carried 7-0.  

 

Probation 



 Josh Sipes (Chief Probation Officer) requested approval for three service agreements for 

recovery houses. 

 Councilmember Fisk made a motion to accept the amendment for Progress House, 4 

additional beds (8 beds total) $18,250 May 2019-May 2020 to be paid from Food & 

Beverage. Councilmember Noe seconded. Motion carried 7-0. 

 Councilmember Fisk made a motion to accept the agreement for Talitha Koum House, 4 

beds ($16,000 per bed) for two years for a total of $32,000 January 2019-December 2020 

to be paid from Food & Beverage. Councilmember Gray seconded. Motion carried 7-0. 

 Councilmember Noe made a motion to accept the agreement for Dove House, two 

additional beds (for a total of 6 beds) in the amount of $24,000 January 2019-May 2020 to 

be paid from Food & Beverage. Councilmember Gray seconded. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

Abatement Lauth Group Inc. 

Randy Sorrell discussed an abatement for Lauth Group Inc and at this time there is no tenant. 

Councilmember Shelby verified the abatement is standard. Randy said originally they were 

looking at two buildings, but have modified to one building. This is not in the TIF district. Randy 

introduced Mike Jones (President) and Brady Jacoba with Lauth Group. Mike notified 

Councilmembers Lauth Group has been fairly active in Hancock County. Lauth Group has 

worked on the University Loft Project, Westco Project (and currently the expansion), several 

projects for Hancock Regional Hospital, Gander Mountain and they own Bluestone Apartments 

and Broadway Apartments.  Councilmember Bledsoe made a motion to accept the application 

as presented with striking of inapplicable sections (personal property) with a Public Hearing 

scheduled next month May 8th at 8:30 am. Councilmember Fisk seconded. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

Tax Abatement Committee 

Developing a Tax Abatement Committee was discussed. Randy suggested Councilmember Noe 

and he get together to discuss forming a Tax Abatement Committee.  

 

Recovery Works 

Councilmember Shelby wanted to acknowledge Senator Mike Crider has done a lot of work on 

Recovery Works at the Councils request. As of July, we were not going to get anymore 

reimbursements for recovery works. Senator Crider got a $5M increase in the budget.  

 

Additional Appropriation Request 

Bernie Harris (IT Department) notified Council due to growth of our network, the office 

licensing products needs to be increased. Currently we are running 2010, 2013, 2016 and he 

would like to get the county on the same products to be more secure.  Office 360 has the 

latest version of Word, Excel and Power Point the cost is $76K yearly. He has three different 

estimates $122K yearly, $144K yearly and the $76K. Bernie would like this to be included in the  

2020 budget. Councilmember Shelby inquired if Bernie would be requesting another person in 

the 2020 budget. Bernie answered yes and he would have them dedicated to public safety.  



 

 

JAG Award 

Tim Retherford (NASA) notified Council this is the last year to request JAG funds from the 

SƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΦ ¢ƛƳ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ϷрΣллрΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǿŀǎ ϷмрΣлмр ŀnd NASA is 

picking up that and $100 out of the 51C. Councilmembers 7-0 agreed to advertise for a Public 

Hearing. 

 

Annual Jail Report/Police Retirement Plan Amendments/Virtual Academy 

 Sheriff Burkhart presented the Council with the Annual Jail Report. Councilmember Shelby 

inquired on Level 6 inmates being held. Inmate population at 248 and close to 300 with 

outsourced inmates. Councilmember Shelby asked is the state helping with cost. Sheriff 

Burkhart stated only with the perdiem.  

 Sheriff Burkhart presented the Council with the Courthouse Security Report for 

February/March.  

 Sheriff Burkhart discussed the Virtual Education Foundation Academy. This program pays 

ǘƘŜ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻƴ ƪƛŘǎ ŦƻǊ truancy. The Virtual Academy pays $1,000 

monthly and Sheriff Burkhart would like to put this money into the Police Retirement Plan. 

Councilmember Shelby made a motion to allow funds collected from Virtual Education 

Foundation Academy to be placed in the Police Retirement Plan. Councilmember Fisk 

seconded. Motion carried 7-0. 

 Sheriff Burkhart spoke about the following pension amendments; adding a three year 

drop, add a ten yearsΩ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ requirement, change vesting to ten years from eight years 

and add unmarried.  Councilmember Shelby would like to get a letter from an actuary 

stating what effect this would have on the budget. Councilmember Shelby made a motion 

to adopt the proposed amendments as presented. Councilmember Gray seconded. 

Motion carried 7-0. 

 Sheriff Burkhart requested additional appropriation for inmate housing. He was off in his 

calculations. $75K is paid monthly to house inmates and this falls short $560K. 

Councilmembers 7-0 agreed to advertise $560K additional appropriation instead of $420K 

mentioned earlier.  

 Sheriff Burkhart scheduled April 22nd at 9 am to visit to Hamilton County JailΩǎ new POD. 

Councilmembers Shelby, Gray, Vail and Noe plan to visit. Notice of a special Hancock 

County Council meeting will be advertised for Monday, April 22nd at 9 am at the Hamilton 

County Jail site.  

 

Adjourn 11:00 AM 

Councilmember Fisk made a motion to adjourn. Councilmember Gray seconded. Motion 

carried 7-0.  

 

 


