Emergency Meeting
Hancock County Board of Commissioners
June 18, 2009
Recording begins 11:30 am

The Hancock County Board of Commissioners President, Derek Towle called the Emergency Meeting
to order. Meeting was called regarding the arrest of the Hancock County Auditor, Linda J. Grass
Commissioner Brad Armstrong, Commissioner Tom Stevens, Deputy Auditor Ginny Martin and
Attorney Ray Richardson were in attendance.
Commissioner Towle read the following letter to call for the Auditor’s immediate resignation; this letter
was served on Linda J. Grass this morning at 9:30 am.

Commissioner Towle also read this immediate release from the Hancock County Board of Commissioners:

Commissioner Brad Armstrong made a motion to hire attorneys David Brooks, Samantha DeWester and David
Hooper to represent the county through the impeachment process if the Auditor, Linda J. Grass does not resign .
Commissioner Tom Stevens seconded motion. Vote 3‐0

Commissioner Towle asked audience if there were any questions that the Commissioners could answer.
1. When was the first sign of problems or concern by the Commissioners?
“In October and November 2008 was the first indication of problems or concerns.”
2. Will Barger Construction be charged also?
“Yes, Jim Barger currently has a warrant out for his arrest.”
3. What types of claims were concerns to the Commissioners?
“There are several types of claims and one we entrusted Linda with was the building claims. As time
went on the claims became very vague and that is when there were red flags raised. “
4. Do Commissioners sign‐off on the claims as they are presented?
“Yes”
5. Are you Mr. Towle surprised at the alligations of the current Auditor and the charges that have been
filed?
“Yes, I am very surprised”
6. Will there be any effort made by the Commissioners to recoup the money from these charges for the
County?
“Yes, every effort will be made to recoup the funds through restitution”
7. Are there procedures changes in place to prevent this type of activity again?
“ Yes, the Commissioners have become very critical of the claims review “
8. Are you embarrassed by the events that have occurred?
“Yes, I am extremely disappointed in Ms. Grass actions”
9. Is other County work being delayed by the actions of Ms. Grass and having to deal with it?
“No”

10. How do you regain the trust of the residents of Hancock County?
“That is a very difficult question, but I can assure you that we will take very step in regaining that
trust”.
11. How will the replacement of the Auditor happen?
The Republican Party will hold a Caucus for selection of the Auditor to complete Linda’s term.
12. Are there any other persons involved in the case?
“It is an ongoing investigation”
13. What is the impeachment process?
“Attorneys will gather the evidence and file the case in Circuit Court. This is a Civil process not a
Criminal process and it should take 20 days to complete”.

Meeting Adjourned
Recording stopped 11:41 am

Approved this 22nd day of June 2009.

___________________________
___________________________
___________________________

